AW OBITUARY OF THE DEVIL

There iz a Being 8t the head of the spiritwel foreces of good called CGod. There 1s snother
being st the head of the spiritusl forces of evil called the Devil. While the Devil ie
not dead, his obitusry has slresdy been written, Ged Himselfl wrote 1t, and you will find
it in the Bible, Although meny do not believe it, the Devil sctuslly exists.

The Devil Ig A& Person.

The Devil's origin, personslity, and work are greatly misunderstood. Along with this
emazing ignorence regerding the Devil and his work, there azre meny who laugh withsern

at such an ides, refusing to accept the simple, unquestionsble tesching of the Sexriptures.
To them he is a comiecnl farce. For exsmple, several little boys were discussing the Devil.
Finally, one of them ridiculed the ides, seying to his comrades, "There ain't no Devil.
Tt's just like Ssmta Clsus. It is your Daddyi" We laugh, but the tragedy of it iz that
sometimes it ‘is true. CGod help uws to live so that owr children will heve & higher conw
ception of us then that, ' :

It is exeeedingly advaniageous te the Devil when he succeeds in persuading anyone that
he hes no existence., It suits his purposes, it complies with his wishes, it helps his
projects, and it is adventageons Yo his progrems, for men to cease to believe thati he
really exists. 'The Devil's best friends sre those who deny his persomslity. But denial
is no disproof. The Bivle discloses the fact of his pesrsonslity, portrays his charscier,
defines his origin snd activity, and werns sgeinst his devices. '

The Devil is no joke. To laugh at him or to teke him lightly is to meke s very dangerous
misteke., He needs to be feared and fought agsinst with 21l one's power,

Various names are applied to the Devil in the Word of God. Each name is highly significant,
suggestive of his character and work. Let us turn to the Scriptures and censider & feow of
these names. '

1. "The Dragom."
"And the greast dragon was east out, that old serpent, called the Devil, ard Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he wes cast out into the esrth, amd his angels were
cest out with him." Revelatiom 12:9. ' : .

2. "The One Wao Devours.” -
"Be sober, be vigilant, beceuse your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom ke may devowr."” I Peter 5:8,

30 ﬂA Liaro"' . -
"For he is a lisr, and the father of it." John 8:44.

4, "The Aceuser.” : .
"For the secuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our Ged

dey and night." Revelatiom 12:10.

5. "The Adversary.”
"Our adversary the Devil," I Peter 5:8. .

6, "The Devil." .
#Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness %o be tempted of the Devil."

Matthew 431,

7. "The Murderer.”®
tHe was a murderer from the beginning." John 8:44.



8, "Wicked One " :
"When enyone heareth the word of the kingdom, and understsndeth it mot, then cometh
the wicked one and catcheth awey thet which was sown in his heart." Matthew 13:19.

9. "empter,® - ' :
"ind when the tempter ceme to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command thai

these stones be made bread.” Matthew 4:3.

10, %Prince Of The Power Of The Air.%

Wherein in time past ye walked according o the course of this world, ascording to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit thet now worketh in the children of
disobedience,” Ephesisns 212, -

1l. "Prince Of This World,” _

"Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the primce of this world be cast out, "
John 12:31. ‘"Hereafter I will not t2lk much with you: for the prinece of this world
cometh, and hath nothing in me.¥ John 14:30.

12. "The God Of This Vorld."

i1,

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them,” II Corinthians 4:4. : '

13, "Satsn."

"Then saith Jesus unte hig, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thow shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” Matthew 4:10.

He is represented by these and various other nemes which are descriptive of his incorrighle
character, the chief of which are Satan eand the Devil.

Satan is accredited with all the attributes of personality: intellect, emotlon, and will,
Sstan is intelligent. FHe knows, remembers, deceives, and hes executive and organizing
ability. Saten hes emotioms, He desires, end has fellen under condemmation because of
pride, and hes great wreth, Seten has & will. In Issish 14:12-13, he is presented under
the neme Lucifer, “light-bearer,® snd ass heving 8 will to ascend in heaven, to exalt his
throne above the stars of God, end to sit also on the mount of the congregation.

To ascribe personality to Saten is not to think of him &s being confined within a body,
as is humen personality. Personality - that whieh knows, feels, and wills, transeends
the limitations of the corporate form, altheugh the human personality is temporarily con~
fined to the body.

Perhaps a measure of the present-age scepticism concerning the personality of Satan arises
from the grotesqus picturization of him presented in mediseval art, Setan is no hideous
monster with cloven hoofs, spear-pointed tail, and horned head, or with a pitch-fork in
his hend. Such picturizstion grossly misrepresents him and has no foundetion whatsoever
in God's infallible Word. :

The Devil's Original State.

He was not elwsys the Devil; he beczme the Devil. He was perfect in his character, for
God said, "Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfeet in beauty." Ezekiel 28:12,
Nothing con be more perfect than the "sum® of perfection. He was also perfect 1n his
position. He was given & position of great power and authority as "the anointed cherub
thet covereth." Bzekiel 28:14. He was stationed as @ guard and proteetor of the throne
of the Most High. In priestly dignity he led the heavenly hosts in their worship of Him
who sat upon the throne. It was his privilege to enjoy 2 position of nearness to the
throme of God., There he was secure and perfect in all his ways, Esekiel 28:15,
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Then what brought about his £311? Eszekiel 28:15, says, "Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou west erested, till iniquity wes found in thee." What brought
ebout the chonge? False pride srose, which tarnished his besuty, corrupted his wisdom,
end destroyed his value to God. Heer whal the Vord ssyss "Thine heert was 1ifted wp
beczuse of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by resson of thy brightrnese: 1
will cest thee to the grownd,® Eszekiel 28:17. The very guelities that were given to
fit hip for his position snd ministry were the very quelities thet proved his wdoing.
¥e stood near the throne of God to direct the worship of God. But passion fer God gave
vey to pride in his superiority over the rest of the hesvenly hosts, snd he sought to
divert their worship from God to himself. When he said, as recorded in Isaish 14:13-14,
"I will ascend into heaven, I will exait my throne above the sters of God: I wiil sit
2lso upon the mownt of the congregetion, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above
the heights of the elouds; I wiil be like the rost High," he rebelled ngainst God.
This particular passage records the enirence of sinm into Godis great universe.

The rise of his will sgainst the will of God gave birth to his ambitious purpose to de~
throne Almighty God and enthrone himself in His stead, His heart vas turned awey from
the love of God to the love of self. When be resclved to seat himself upon the very
throne of God, he thus struck at the throne he was set to protect. His fall was fimal,
and his destiny was imevitable. The sudgment: of the lLord is pronounced in Ezekiel 28:18,
in the words, ®Therefore I will cest thee as prefane out of the mountain of God: and I
will destroy thee." The lord Jesus described Satan's fall in Luke 10:18 by szying,

"I beheld Satan as lightming fall frer hesven,"

¥

III. The Devills Present Abode,

Perheps it mey surprise you to lesrn that the Devil is not now in hell, Ephesisns 2:2
tells us thet at present he is "the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
worketh in the children of discbedience." I Peter 538 informs us that our &dversery,
the Devil, is walking about as & roaring lion seeking whom he mey devour. He 1s now
setively at work through the people of this world.

IV. The Devil's Present Aetivities.

Heving become the "prince of this world" (John 12:31) by ensnaring the human famiiy
into his power through sin, Safan recognizes Christ &s preeminently the Une against
Whom he must guerd his estate. It is prepondernetly through hw@sn agencies that the '
Devil hes been active in history in efforts to thwart the rederpptive purposes of God
as expressed in Christ. Saten hes alweys hated Chrizt. He has never failed to take
advantage of every opportunity to defest the Ssviour. II Corinthisne 4t4 refers to
him as "the god of this age," meaning this present world system or social order vhich
he has orgenized upon the principles of self-will, @1f-interest, selfswgeeking, sinful
plezsure, socialism, hwmanism, and ali other devices to blind men to the rise and '
claims of God to their sole devotion and obedience.

Saten is men's sdversary in thot he works to blind men to his highest interests 2nd to
keep him from realizing them in Ged. Satan seeks to accomplish this end by & poliey of
deception. He works to deceive man as to his own true cheracter and need, and by sug-
gesting to men that he has worth before God cn the ground of his own moral character.
He also deceives man by substitutions. Setan 21so employs the poliey of idealism. He
does not seek to debase men, but to exelt them, Debesed men are the evidences of his
failure, not the fruitions of his dreams. His ideal is an improved social order, as @
substitute for God's regenerated spiritusl order. His message is that of reformation
and self-development, instead of God's requirement of regeneration by the power ef

the Spirit of God. '

Saten is éver seeking to wplift humenity, to imprcve the socizl order, to reform the
world system, to establish a religious eivilization, and to eliminate vice and poverty.
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He does not csre whet we do towerd the wplift of humernity if hwmenity is nct lifted from
the death of =in  to newness of life through faith in the Son of God, He is ever seek-
ing to heve God's people occupied with the by-products of Christisnily snd the things
thet heve to do with the sdvancement of hwenity end the improvement of the sceisl order.
He is ever seeking to get the churches to substitute works snd humen attainment for
Christ and Pible galvstion., Sesilen's motto is ANYTHING BUT CHRIST. He admires cullure,
ethics, and socisl service, but he despises the Blood, He law!s religiom, good works,
good chzracter building, snd nice religious living, but he hates the preaching of the
rucified, Risen, Ezelied, snd Returning Christ. He resdily concedes to presching
hamen Jesus end the imitstion of Him, but he hetes the doctrines of the Delty of Christ
end Redemption by His Blood, snd of Regenmerstion and Selvetion through Him, He literally
hates the doctrine of the lLord's return to earth agein. :

The Devilis Final Doom.

Following the Great Tribulation, Setsn will be chained in the bottomless pit for a
thousend yeers, After this perdod, he will be loosed for a seeson, then he will be
judged snd cest intothe lake of fire to be tormented forever.. find the Pevil thet
deceived them was eest into the lske of fire and brimstene, where the beest and the
falise prophet are, and shell be tormentsd dey and night for ever and ever.® Revelation
20:10, In referring to the followers of Seien, who refused to accept Christ, Jesus
seid, "And these shell go ewey intc everlasting punishment: bt the righteous into

life eterpei.” Matthew 25:46, Unesved friend, yovr destiny and doom will be identlesl -
with that of Satan if you neglect to acecept Jesus Ghrist es your personsl Saviowr,

YReok of sges, cleft for me,

let me hide wyselif in Theeg

Let the weter snd the bleod,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Pe of sin the double ewre, .
Save from wreth and meke me pure.

Could my tesrs forsver flow,
Could my zeal no langwor know,
These for sin sonld net atone;
Theu must save, snd Thou alone:
Ir wy band no priee I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I eling.

While I drew this fleeting breeth,
Wher my eyes shell clese in death,
When I rise to worlds umknown,
And behold Thee on Thy threne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

let me hide myself in Thee,"



